THE  AUTHORITY  OF   CATHOLICISM
was more natural or necessary than the putting to death of the
heretic convicted by the Church and handed over to the secular
arm." * Nor was it a light matter to praise one who, under cover
of devotion to the Papacy, perpetually ridiculed large numbers
of the clergy and flouted episcopal authority. " I charge you,"
said Dupanloup in the already quoted Avertissement^ " with
usurpations on the episcopate, and with perpetually coming
to interfere between the bishop and his clergy. I want to know
if henceforward a few laymen, abusing the dangerous power
given to them by a newspaper, are going to be able to discuss
Church matters in and out of season, deciding the greatest
matters of doctrine and taking the initiative in condemnation
or approval." But most serious of all was it to give solemn,
if indirect, approval to methods of controversy that were a
denial not only of Christian charity but of the most elementary
decency and good manners. " You insult and slander your
brothers in the faith and are truly that most accursed of men,
accusatorfratrum" Veuillot's methods were quite deliberate : he
believed with Maistre that the best way to refute error was by
attacking the person even more than the idea. Unfortunately
he did not stop at possibly merited ridicule: there was no
slander, no perversion of fact, no deliberate misrepresentation
to which he did not turn. Sincerity in an enemy he could not
admit—" Freethinkers were cynical or hypocritical enemies of
thought and of freedom "; Liberal Catholics, in the Corre-
spondant, were ashamed of Christ, of His saints, of the Church.
Talent in one who differed from him he could not recognize:
Moliere was greatly overestimated; Renan's style is "as far
removed from the seriousness of science as his science itself is
far removed from the majesty of truth/'2 As for Hugo, he was
but Jocrisse a Patmos. (What Hugo thought of Veuillot can be
seen in the Chatiments.} " With a good stick I could prove to
M. Renan and others the existence of God, and in less than
ten minutes they would admit the miracle of Cana and all
Gospel miracles."
No one, in fact, more than Veuillot, broke more flagrantly
every one of the canons he once drew up as rules of controversy :
1 Parfums, ii., pp. 22-23.	* Melanges, i., p. iii.
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